
ESBA ZERO TOLERANCE POLICY
STANDARDS OF COACH BEHAVIOR TOWARD UMPIRES

ANY COACH SHALL BE SUSPENDED FOR ONE GAME IF HE
DISPLAYS ANY FORM OF DISRESPECT TOWARD AN UMPIRE.

Acts of disrespect include any derogatory remark, or any extreme
physical reaction, or continuing to argue after the next pitch, or clear act
of poor sportsmanship to an umpire's call, including balls and strikes.  A
second occurrence of violating this policy in the same season may result

in that coach's suspension until the ESBA Board determines further
disciplinary action, which may include suspension as a coach for the rest

of that season.

INTERPRETIVE GUIDELINES OF ZERO TOLERANCE

As specified in the Conduct article of the ESBA Bylaws, certain extreme conduct can
result in game ejection, such as temperamental outbursts, profanity directed at an
umpire, engaging in an argument, derogatory name-calling, threatening comments,
throwing objects or engaging in assault.

Furthermore, under Zero Tolerance any disrespectful or derogatory remarks or gestures
or extreme body language or throwing or kicking any object in reaction to an umpire's
call as described above is cause for suspension, even if game ejection does not occur.

Commenting on or questioning ball and strike calls is unacceptable at all levels of
baseball and cause for suspension.  It is not acceptable to ask "where was that pitch?",
as this implies to umpires that you thought it was a strike, showing up the umpire.

It is acceptable for a head coach to confer respectfully with an umpire about a call. Once
that conference has concluded, the matter is over. See ESBA document "How to Appeal a
Missed Call".

It is not possible to list every conceivable example of poor sportsmanship warranting
suspension, but the above provides general guidance.  The final assessment of an action
subject to suspension is based on whether the behavior was in any way disrespectful to
an umpire or inappropriate for an ESBA coach and role model, as judged by a league's
Commissioner and Board Representative.

Every coach is responsible for following this policy, and every member is responsible for
reporting violations.  Suspensions are administered by a league's Commissioner, Board
Representative and the President.
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